Stabilization of the peripheral-type benzodiazepine acceptor by specific phospholipids.
The peripheral-type benzodiazepine acceptor from rat adrenal gland was solubilized with Triton X-100. The soluble acceptor exhibited isoquinoline carboxamide and benzodiazepine binding activity only when supplemented with lipid. Phosphatidylserine and phosphatidylinositol were especially efficacious. Such selectivity may reflect a specific structural requirement for acceptor activity. The requirement for lipid for acceptor activity in fractions subsequent to solubilization was demonstrated. This stabilization of acceptor activity by the phospholipids promises to facilitate purification of the functional acceptor.